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PRESS RELEASE 

 

No: 13/2012 
 
Date: 9th January 2012 
 

 
Release of public documents – 20 year rule 

 
The Government, in accordance with its electoral commitment, has given instructions to 
disclose documents under a 20 year rule within 30 days of being elected. 
 
This means that we are in a position to release all documents dating up to 1991 instantly. 
Public access will be granted immediately and as from today. 
  
The Government will, however, impose selective closure on specific files or 
documents given that some deal with sensitive issues relating to former politicians who 
remain alive or are, in some form or other, still active in public life. Some of these files 
contain Special Branch reports of a highly sensitive and personal nature. The practice in 
the UK is to withhold public access to files which (ultimately in the Home Secretary's 
opinion) may have adverse impact on national security or which may be personally 
damaging to individuals active in public life. 
  
Selective closure will be imposed on records which the Archivist, in the first instance judges 
as being detrimental to either national security or to an individual’s personal integrity. There 
will be a right of appeal to the Chief Secretary, in this respect, on the part of any researcher 
who is denied access to a file for those reasons. The workings of the process will be 
monitored closely and the Government will remain open to making changes to the system 
in the light of reports from the Archivist or the Chief Secretary. 
 
It will be recalled that in the United Kingdom there is currently a 30 year wait for the release 
of Government papers. However, by 2013 they expect to start moving towards 20 years 
and the National Archives will reduce the waiting time in stages. We are therefore moving 
at a faster pace in Gibraltar than in the United Kingdom in this respect. 
 
Commenting on the matter, the Deputy Chief Minister Dr Joseph Garcia said: 
“I remember being a researcher myself many years ago both in the Gibraltar Government 
Archives and in what was then the Public Record Office in Kew.  This move will assist 
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those people wanting to conduct historical and other research to obtain an accurate picture 
of what was happening in Gibraltar behind the scenes at any given moment in time with a 
limit going back up to 20 years. In this way we give effect to another electoral commitment.” 
 
 


